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Abstract

The 35th ASTAP (Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Standardization Program) Forum was held at
the Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel and Towers in Bangkok, Thailand from April 17 to 20, 2023, and on
the following day, the 1st meeting of the APT Preparatory Group for WTSA-24 (World Telecommunica-
tion Standardization Assembly 2024) was held. We report on the status of each conference and the main

results of each.
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1. ASTAP overview

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT), an inter-
national organization promoting the development of
information and communication technology (ICT) in
the Asia-Pacific region, was established in 1979 and
has 38 member countries [1].

The APT Standardization Program (ASTAP),
which promotes standardization activities in the APT,
was established in 1998 [2]. The main objectives are
(1) to contribute to international standardization by
building a cooperative and collaborative system for
standardization within the APT region, (2) nurture
standardization activists within the APT region and
support the development of ICT skills among mem-
bers within the region, especially those from develop-
ing countries, and (3) co-propose as a regional stan-
dardization organization to international standardiza-
tion organizations such as the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU). It is important to use
ASTAP as a platform to build camaraderie in the APT
region and contribute to developing countries, and as
a strategic platform for Japan for international col-
laboration in standardization activities.

The 35th ASTAP Forum (ASTAP-35) was held at
the Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel and Towers in
Bangkok, Thailand from April 17 to 20, 2023, with a
total of 179 participants, which includes 123 on-site
participants, 27 sponsoring members, and 7 partici-
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pants from other international organizations in 24
APT member countries.

1.1 ASTAP’s new management team

At the ASTAP-35, Dr. Hyoung Jun Kim (Electronic
& Telecommunications Research Institute (ETRI)) of
the Republic of Korea was appointed as the ASTAP
chair, and Mr. Xiaoyu You (China Academy of Infor-
mation and Communications Technology (CAICT))
of China and Dr. Hideyuki Iwata (Telecommunica-
tion Technology Committee (TTC)) of Japan were
appointed as vice chairs for the second term. Among
the executives of the Working Groups (WGs) and
Expert Groups (EGs) under the WGs, the replace-
ment regarding Japan of Mr. Noriyuki Araki (NTT)
with Dr. Hideo Imanaka (National Institute of Infor-
mation and Communications Technology (NICT)) as
the chair of EG DRMRS (Disaster Risk Management
and Relief System) and the replacement of Ms. Miho
Naganuma (NEC) with Mr. Hiroshi Takechi (NEC)
as the chair of EG IS (Security) were approved.
Table 1 shows the new management team.

1.2 Industry Workshop

On the first day of the ASTAP-35, an Industry
Workshop was held under the theme “Al (artificial
intelligence), Metaverse, Open Source.” From Japan,
Mr. Leon Wong from Rakuten Mobile, Dr. Hideo
Imanaka from NICT, and Dr. Masahisa Kawashima
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Table 1. ASTAP management team. (the chairs/vice chairs elected from Japan are indicated in bold)

Group

Chairs Vice Chairs

Plenary

Dr. Hyoung Jun Kim (Korea)

Dr. Hideyuki Iwata (TTC, Japan)
Mr. Xiaoyu You (China)

WG Policy and Strategic Co-ordination (WG PSC)

Mr. Dao Ngoc Tuyen (Viet Nam)

Mr. Kaoru Kenyoshi (NICT, Japan)
Mr. Tong Wu (China)

Expert Group Bridging the Standardization Gap (EG BSG)

Mr. Dao Ngoc Tuyen (Viet Nam)

Mr. Ki-Hun Kim (Korea)
Mr. Masatoshi Mano (TTC, Japan)

Expert Group Green ICT and EMF Exposure
(EG GICT&EMF)

Dr. Sam Young Chung (Korea)

Mr. Min Prasad Aryal (Nepal)
Mr. Nur Akbar Said (Indonesia)
Mr. Uttachai Mannontri (Thailand)

Expert Group ITU-T Issues (EG ITU-T)

Mr. Kaoru Kenyoshi (NICT, Japan)

Mr. Quoc Binh Tran (Viet Nam)

Expert Group Policies, Regulatory and Strategies
(EG PRS)

No candidate

WG Network and System (WG NS)

Dr. Joon-Won Lee (Korea)

Dr. Hiroyo Ogawa (NICT, Japan)

Expert Group Future Network and Next Generation
Networks (EG FN&NGN)

Dr. Joon-Won Lee (Korea)

Mr. Kazunori Tanikawa (NICT, Japan)

Expert Group Seamless Access Communication Systems
(EG SACS)

Dr. Hiroyo Ogawa (NICT, Japan)

Expert Group Disaster Risk Management and Relief
System (EG DRMRS)

Dr. Hideo Imanaka (NICT, Japan)

WG Service and Application (WG SA)

Ms. Miho Naganuma (NEC, Japan)

Dr. Jee-In Kim (Korea)

Expert Group Internet of Things Application/Services
(EG 10T)

Dr. Toru Yamada (NEC, Japan)

Dr. Seung-yun Lee (Korea)
Ms. Li Haihua (China)

Expert Group Security (EG IS)

Mr. Hiroshi Takechi (NEC, Japan)

Dr. Heuisu Ryu (Korea)

Expert Group Multimedia Application (EG MA)

Dr. Hideki Yamamoto (OKIl, Japan)

Dr. Dong il Seo (Korea)

Expert Group Accessibility and Usability (EG AU)

Dr. Jee-In Kim (Korea)

Ms. Wantanee Phantachat (Thailand)

from NTT spoke at the Al session, Metaverse session,
and Open Source session, respectively. Table 2 lists
the workshop topics.

1.3 Outcome document

At the plenary meeting, final approval was given to
17 deliverables that had been discussed by the EGs
and subsequently agreed by the WGs.

2. APT WTSA-24 Preparatory Group

Following the ASTAP-35, the 1st meeting of the
APT Preparatory Group for World Telecommunica-
tion Standardization Assembly 2024 (WTSA-24) was
held on April 21, 2023, with a total of 127 partici-
pants, including 86 from 19 national administrations,
12 supporting members, and 18 from 3 international
organizations.

The APT WTSA-24 Preparatory Group is posi-
tioned as the preparatory meeting for WTSA-24 (to
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be held in New Delhi, India, in October 2024) among
the APT member states (38 countries), and the Ist
meeting discussed management systems. From
Japan, Dr. Hideyuki Iwata of the TTC was appointed
as vice chair, Mr. Hiroshi Yamamoto of NTT (one of
authors) as the chair of WG1 (ITU-T Working Meth-
ods), Ms. Miho Naganuma of NEC as vice chair of
WG2 (ITU-T Work Organization), and Ms. Eriko
Hondo of KDDI as vice chair of WG3 (Regulatory/
Policy and Standardization Related Issues). Table 3
shows the management team of the APT WTSA-24
Preparatory Group.

3. Future plans

In preparation for WTSA-24, the APT is planning a
total of 5 regional preparatory meetings, with the
second preparatory meeting scheduled to be held
online in late January 2024.
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Table 2. Industry Workshop topics. (the speakers from Japan are underlined)

Program of ASTAP Industry Workshop

Introductory Remarks by Mr. Xiaoyu You
ASTAP Vice Chair/Industry Workshop Committee Member

Session 1: Al technology and standardization

Chair: Ms. Miho Naganuma, NEC Corporation, Japan

* Al Standard Development and Potential Collaboration by Dr. Kangchan Lee, Director, ETRI, Rep. of Korea

* Ethically Aligned Design of Al for Human Well-being by Dr. Kishik Park, President, Policy Research Institute for Human Dignity, Rep. of
Korea

* ITU AI/ML 5G Challenge: Open platform for Datasets, Problem Statements and Pre-standards research by Mr. Vishnu Ram Ov, Vice
Chair of ITU-T FG AN, ITU

* Chat GPT: Pinnacle of Conversational Al and its Impact on Modern Industries by Ms. Zhang Weimin, Senior Engineer, CAICT, PR China

* ITU-T Focus Group on Autonomous Network by Mr. Leon Wong, Research Engineering Lead, Rakuten Mobile, Inc., Japan

* Development of Al Technology and Market in China by Dr. Yuntao Wang, Deputy Chief Engineer, CAICT, PR China

Session 2: Metaverse

Chair: Dr. Toru Yamada, NEC Corporation, Japan

» Standardization of Metaverse (ITU-T FG-MV) by Dr. Hideo Imanaka, Managing Expert, NICT, Japan

* Embracing the Metaverse — What challenges to cope with and how? by Ms. Yuan Zhang, Director of Al Research Center, China Telecom,
PR China

* Metaverse Trends and Standard Requirements by Dr. Younghwan Choi, Senior Research Staff, ETRI, Rep. of Korea

Session 3: Open-Source

Chair: Dr. Seungyun Lee, ETRI, Rep. of Korea

* New kind of License issue with Open-Source Software by Mr. Yong Joon Joe*, Director, LSware Inc., Rep. of Korea

* Open Infrastructure Consortia and Open-Source Software by Dr. Masahisa Kawashima, IOWN Technology Director, NTT, Japan
* Driving Al Innovation via Open-Source Practices by Ms. Liya Yuan, Senior Engineer, ZTE, PR China

Conclusion of Industry Workshop by Mr. Xiaoyu You, ASTAP Vice Chair/Industry Workshop Committee Member

Table 3. APT WTSA-24 Preparatory Group management team. (the chairs/vice chairs elected from Japan are indicated in

bold)
APT WTSA-24 Chairs Vice Chairs
Plenary Dr. Hyoung Jun Kim Dr. Hideyuki Iwata (TTC, Japan)
(Korea) Mr. Sushil Kumar (India)
Mr. Xu Heyuan (China)
Mr. Behzad Ahmadi (Iran)
Working Group WG Chairs WG Vice Chairs
WGH: Mr. Hiroshi Yamamoto (NTT, Japan) Ms. Minah Lee (Korea)
ITU-T Working Mr. Wu Tong (China)
Methods Mr. Abhay Shanker Verma (India)
Ts. Norzailah Mohd Yusoff (Malaysia)
WG2: Dr. Kangchan Lee (Korea) Ms. Miho Naganuma (NEC, Japan)
ITU-T Work Mr. Arun Agarwal (India)
Organization Mr. Qu Zhicheng (China)
Mr. Do Xuan Binh (Viet Nam)
WGS3: Mr. Li Cheng Ms. Eriko Hondo (KDDI, Japan)
Regulatory/Policy and (China) Mr. Kihun Kim (Korea)
Standardization Mr. Avinash Agarwal (India)
Related Issues Mr. Dao Ngoc Tuyen (Viet Nam)
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